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l"Ir. Jeris A. Daniel-son, State Drgineer
Colorado Division of Water Re.sources
1313 Sherrnan Street, Room 818
Dernrer, @ 80203

Dear Jeris: Re: Adrdnistration of l-958 Pot Cteek
Agreenent

In 1989 we sent the Pot Cteek River Conunissioner our irrterpretation
of the court decrees relating to distriJcution of water on Fbt Ct eek.
Copie.s of that correspondence v/ere sent to your office, hcruever, I arn
enclosilg new copies on ttre off-chrance ttre ottrers were rnisplaced.

The Utah Divi-sion of Wildl-ife Resources eittrer c ,^rns or has
controJ-lirq interests ix crouse Reserrroir, l4att Warner Resenroir, a-rd.
Calder Resenzoir. I believe that a diligent effort has been made over
the past two years by or-rr Water Rights staff in Vernal and by ttre pot
cteek Corunissioner to deliver tl.e fair porbion of water due ttre water
users jI Color-ado under their water rights. Hcxuever, as you )crow, it
has been extremely dr/ and very littte of tJ.e water rel-eased to ttre
Colorado Users has reachred ttrem.

Boti Calder Resenroir and Matt warner Resenroir have been re-
constrrsted ard enlarrged. l4att warner Resenroir was enlarged to store
an additional- 1OOO AF under authorization of Utah water right 4I-3O3g
wittr a priority date of July 16, L962. Calder Resenroir was enlarged totJ.e capacity arLovved (1,500 AF) under its original water iignt
(41-3040) - storage has not been alrovged under these riqhts ahead of
the Col-orado users.

Chad C?osby, v'rtto has been senrirtg as the Pot Creek Conunissioner, isin fact an employee of ttre Utah Division of wildlife Resources. I
believe ttris arrargement was first entered into beca rse Mr. Crosbyrs job
placed hiln irr thre area and tJ.e water u.sers fel-t t.lle ex;)ense5 of
regn:latirg ttre system coul-d be kept dovn by usirg him. A comnittee ofwater users was formed ix 1989 to irnrestigate the needs of ttredistribution system and to determine tfie duties vftich shou-l-d berequired of the River Conmissioner. The conunittee included Max
Rasnussen, George Miller and Gary Sutton. To my knowledge t11e conrnitteenever rnet ard did not nnke a report to ttre water us"r= at the 1990
annual- neetirq. Therefore, the reconrnendation for ttre conrnissioner was
detenn-ined by rnajority vote of ttrose present at the annual- rneetilg. ont].e basis of the reconrne,ndation, chrad crosby was re-appoint6d asconunissioner for 1990.

r realize this is not the mettrod for selestirg a conrnissioner whrichis descrijced jn tJ.e 1958 Agreernent. Iug understandirrq of ttrat procedureis ttrat the state of Utah reconmrends a person as conrnissioner to the

a a.lu,l .rf i,.'lLlf rl\ crrIlo\ c'

s



State of oolorado and then Colorado eittrer apprc /es or disappr:oves ttre
Danielson, Jeris A.
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appointnent. If Colorado disapproves, they ttren reconunerd a [E]:son tothe State of Utah for apprcval or disappnoval. This process contirrues
bad< ard forth until- both States can agree on one person to senre asriver conunissioner.

I am not sure wtry this procedure has not been foll-orued in the past,
but it can be inplelnented now. If ttris is agreeable to you, I wiII- t1ave
Lee Sim, Direcbj-rg ffrgineer for Distribution, contact. fa gfank to work
out the logistics of the appointrnent process.

Sincerely,ffi%
Robert L. Morgan, p.E.
State frrgineer
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cc: Bob leake, Area ftgineer Vernal
I-ee Sim, Directing nrrgr. DistrjJcution


